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BURIAL GROUND FORM Congregational and Soldiers' Cemetery 

State Highway 

VISUAL/DESIGN ASSESSMENT See continuation sheet. 

Describe landscape features, gravestone material designs, motifs and symbols that are either common or 
unusual. Note any known carvers. 

The Congregational and Soldiers 's Cemetery is a small burial ground located on 
a low rise behind a grassy lawn and the remainder of a section of the Old 
State Highway , still in place. The burial ground itself has a slightly 
rolling terrain. It is largely treeless with a few cedar shrubs and a tree 
line located outside a perimeter fence comprised on three sides of granite 
posts supporting horizontal iron rails and a chain link fence on the rear. 
There is no formal entry. An opening in the fence sided by 2 lilac bushes and 
blocked to vehicular access by crash piers. 

The graveyard consists mostly of nineteenth-century marble stones and some 
twentieth-century granite tombstones. Some graves are denoted by both head 
and foot stones. An obelisk, the GAR Memorial, stands at the front of the 
burial ground. Other conspicuous markers are the obelisk of the Smith Family, 
which is surrounded by a miniature version of the perimeter fence and smaller 
markers denoted "husband" and "wife", and a pedestal and urn stone marker for 
the Higgins Family. Other names in the burial ground are well-known, local 
families such as Knowles, Higgins and Paine. It is of less interest to those 
investigating stone carvers, but is an attractive cemetery, typical of its 
period. Despite its location on a major thoroughfare, it retains an image of 
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a small, rural graveyard of the second half of the nineteenth century. 
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HISTORICAL NARRATIVE See continuation sheet. 

Explain religious affiliations, major period of use, and evaluate historical association of this burial 
ground with the community. 

Congregational and Soldiers' Cemetery is the third and last Congregational 
burial ground in Eastham and was associated with the third meetinghouse which 
was erected here in 1829/30. After 1859, the Congregationalists could no 
longer support a minister. The society was disbanded in 1864 and the 
meetinghouse was demolished. For many years, it was believed all the lots 
were taken, but a WPA investigation revealed 50 unused lots, some of 
which remained available and were advertized in the 1960 's. Its name, 
Congregational and Soldier's Cemetery d§rj-Y^s from its original affiliation 
and the Civil War monument located in the front of the graveyard. 



BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES See continuation sheet. 

Lowe, Alice Alberta, Nauset on Cape Cod: A History of Eastham , 
(Falmouth: Eastham Historical Society, 1968), p. 79. 

"Cemeteries" in the Vertical file, Eastham Historical Society Archives. 

Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places; 

If checked, see attached National Register Criteria Statement form. 
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